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to one another are too often forgotten, when
the road ahead can seem too long or hard to
tread, these extraordinary men and wom-
en—these agents of change—remind us that ex-
cellence is not beyond our abilities, that hope
lies around the corner, and that justice can still
be won in the forgotten corners of this world.
They remind us that we each have it within our
powers to fulfill dreams, to advance the dreams
of others, and to remake the world for our chil-
dren. 

And it is now my distinct and extraordinary
honor to ask each of them to come forward to
receive their award, as a military aide reads
their citation. 

[At this point, Lt. Col. Gina C. Humble, USAF,
Air Force Aide to the President, read the cita-
tions, and the President presented the medals.]

The President. Before we break up, why
don’t we all give an extraordinary round of ap-
plause to these remarkable men and women. 

Thank you very much for joining us, every-
one. Thank you very much.  

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:07 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Nancy G. Brinker, founder, Su-
san G. Komen for the Cure; and former Presi-
dent Nelson R. Mandela of South Africa. Par-
ticipating in the event were Joanne Kemp, wife
of Jack Kemp; Kara Kennedy Allen, daughter of
Sen. Edward M. Kennedy; and Stuart Milk,
nephew of Harvey Milk.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Continuation of Emergency Regarding
Export Control Regulations
August 13, 2009

Dear Madam Speaker: (Mr. President:)

Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies
Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency un-
less, prior to the anniversary date of its declara-
tion, the President publishes in the Federal
Register and transmits to the Congress a notice
stating that the emergency is to continue in ef-
fect beyond the anniversary date. In accordance
with this provision, I have sent to the Federal
Register for publication the enclosed notice,
stating that the emergency caused by the lapse

of the Export Administration Act of 1979, as
amended, is to continue in effect for 1 year be-
yond August 17, 2009.

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Nancy Pe-
losi, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., President of the Sen-
ate. The notice is listed in Appendix D at the
end of this volume.

Letter to the Speaker of the House of Representatives Transmitting Budget
Amendments for Fiscal Year 2010 for the Department of Defense
August 13, 2009

Dear Madam Speaker:

I am committed to supporting our troops and
will continue to promote policies that maintain
their high level of readiness and that improve
the quality of life of servicemembers and their
families. To that end, as part of the constant as-

sessment of Department of Defense (DOD)
operations, my Administration proposes to in-
crease temporarily the Army’s active compo-
nent by up to 22,000 personnel, including
15,000 troops in Fiscal Year 2010.

This increase will allow military commanders
to reduce the strain on the force and increase
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time at home between deployments. Eight
years of sustained combat operations have
weighed heavily on our soldiers and their fam-
ilies. Expanding the Army to 562,400 troops in
2010 will reduce stress and strain on soldiers
and families. It will increase the number of
troops available to deploy while also helping
the Army to end the practice of retaining sol-
diers beyond their period of obligated service.

I ask the Congress to consider the enclosed
Fiscal Year 2010 Budget amendments for the
DOD. These amendments are offset through

the reallocation of approximately $1.0 billion
from lower-priority DOD contingency opera-
tions’ requirements, which are no longer need-
ed at the current time due to changed circum-
stances because sufficient resources exist to
protect United States personnel. Details of
these requests are set forth in the enclosed let-
ter from the Director of the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget.

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

Remarks at a Town Hall Meeting and a Question-and-Answer Session in
Belgrade, Montana
August 14, 2009

The President. Hello, Montana! Thank you.
It’s great to be here. Please, everybody have a
seat, have a seat. Thank you so much. Thank
you. I am excited to be back in Montana. I
want to——

Q. Where’s Michelle?
The President. Where’s Michelle? Come on,

what is this, chopped liver here? [Laughter]
Michelle and the girls were supposed to go
white water rafting. Now, I just heard some
rain out there, so I don’t know what’s going on
there, but they’re on their way.

I want to first of all acknowledge some out-
standing public officials and great friends.
First of all, the man who is working tirelessly
to make sure that the American people get a
fair deal when it comes to health care in Amer-
ica, please give Max Baucus a big round of ap-
plause. Thank you, Max. One of my favorite
people in Washington, probably because he
hasn’t gone Washington—still gets the same
haircut—give it up for Jon Tester. Your own
star here in Montana, the great Governor of
this State, please give Brian Schweitzer and his
lovely wife Nancy a big round of applause. The
Lieutenant Governor, John Bohlinger, is here.
Give John a big round of applause. The mayor
of Belgrade, Russ Nelson, is here. The mayor
of Bozeman, Kaaren Jacobson, is here. And
somebody who I believe is destined to be one
of the greatest Secretaries of the Interior in
our history, former Senator from Colorado,

Ken Salazar is here. Please give Ken a big
round of applause. 

Well, it is nice to be back. It’s nice to take a
break from the going-ons in Washington. I’m
thrilled to have a chance to spend some time
with the folks in this beautiful State. After all,
here in Montana, you’ve got bears and moose
and elk. In Washington, you just have mostly
bull. [Laughter] So this is a—[applause]—this
is a nice change of pace, being in Montana.

I especially want to thank Katie for her in-
troduction. Where’d Katie go? There she is,
right there. Katie’s willingness to talk about
such a painful experience is important, be-
cause we have to understand what’s at stake in
this health care debate. Katie’s story is the
kind of story that I’ve read in letters all
throughout the campaign and everyday when
I’m President. I hear about them in town halls
all across America: the stories of hard-working
people who are doing the right thing, they’re
acting responsibly, only to find out that they’re
penalized because others aren’t doing the
right thing, because others aren’t acting re-
sponsibly.

On Tuesday, I was in New Hampshire talk-
ing about people denied insurance coverage
because of preexisting conditions. Now, today
we’re talking about folks like Katie who’ve had
their insurance policies suddenly revoked,
even though they were paying premiums, be-
cause of a medical condition. They got sick,
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